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The Diocese uses a marriage preparation resource called “Prepare and Enrich.” It is an online               
assessment of different various aspects of a couple’s relationship. It is an insightful report that is                
generated after the couple, individually, answers many statements ranging from “strongly agree” to             
“strongly disagree.” It takes them about an hour to do the whole assessment. There is one category in                  
this resource called “Marriage Expectations.” It is probably the most misleading of all the categories. It                
seems to assess the romantic side of the couple and the realistic side of the couple. So they need to                    
answer how they agree or disagree to statements that are phrased similar to this: “I believe our                 
romantic love will never fade,” or “I believe that nothing with happen to us to make us question our love                    
for each other,” or “Love is all we need to have a successful marriage.” They are all nice statements.                   
They are romantic, Hallmark movie kind of statements. They are not necessarily statements that are               
rooted in reality. Normally, this category is almost always scored as a growth area for couples who are                  
beginning again their romantic love in the Sacrament of Marriage.  
 
Thomas the Apostle. If he were to take the “Prepare and Enrich” with regard to being an Apostle, I think                    
he would fall somewhere in the middle. He is both a romantic and a realist. In a romantic way he was                     
one of the fisherman called away from the Sea of Galilee. He gave Jesus his immediacy. He left right                   
away. When Jesus was informed that Lazarus was dying and had to go back to the dangers of Bethany,                   
Thomas feared the worst for the Lord. However, he valiantly responded, “Let us go and die with him.”                  
He had a noble, loving, and courageous heart. He was a romantic, in perhaps a quixotic way.  
 
Reality, however, was his mainstay. When Jesus told his Apostles that he was “the way, the truth, and                  
the life. Where I am going, you know the way.” Thomas, perhaps thinking that Jesus never shared the                  
road map to “what’s next,” responds, “Master, we do not where you are going, how can we know the                   
way?” Jesus was talking more of his death and the realms of heaven, then the next dusty town to                   
venture into. Thomas was not understanding Jesus’ words or the moment.  
 
And of course the post-Crucifixion scene the second time the Risen Lord steps into their Upper Room                 
quarantine of fear, remorse, and uncertainty. Thomas wants reality. Thomas, however, is romanced by              
locked doors not being an obstacle, Jesus’ attention being ever so affectionate, vulnerable wounds being               
exposed and Thomas declaring, “My Lord and my God.” Not just a messiah of Biblical proportions but                 
God the creator of all, in the flesh, living and true.  
 
What a dynamic relationship they had, Thomas and Jesus. What a friendship and what a love. Thomas,                 
while not a Peter or a Paul, while not one of the “sons of thunder,” he was a necessary presence and                     
personality in the fellowship they all shared. He added to their number a certain sense of chivalry and                  
yet planted their feet firmly on the ground – only to be elevated and lifted up by the Lord. This is an                      
action he would eventually do with bread to the people of India where he went to evangelize, and                  
where he eventually gave his martyr’s heart to water the spread of the Christian faith.  
 
What does your relationship with the Lord add to the community of believers today?  
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